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Code of Virginia

Title 3.2. Agriculture, Animal Care, and Food

Subtitle I. General Provisions; Protection and Promotion of Agriculture
Chapter 1. General Provisions

Article 1. Department and Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services

§ 3.2-102. (Effective until July 1, 2024) General powers and
duties of the Commissioner

A. The Commissioner shall be vested with the powers and duties set out in § 2.2-601, the powers
and duties herein provided, and such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by law,
including those prescribed in Title 59.1. He shall be the executive officer of the Board, and shall
see that its orders are carried out. He shall see to the proper execution of laws relating to the
Department. Unless the Governor expressly reserves such power to himself, the Commissioner
shall promote, protect, and develop the agricultural interests of the Commonwealth. The
Commissioner shall develop, implement, and maintain programs within the Department
including those that promote the development and marketing of the Commonwealth's
agricultural products in domestic and international markets, including promotions, market
development and research, marketing assistance, market information, and product grading and
certification; promote the creation of new agribusiness including new crops, biotechnology and
new uses of agricultural products, and the expansion of existing agribusiness within the
Commonwealth; develop, promote, and maintain consumer protection programs that protect the
safety and quality of the Commonwealth's food supply through food and dairy inspection
activities, industry and consumer education, and information on food safety; preserve the
Commonwealth's agricultural lands; ensure animal health and protect the Commonwealth's
livestock industries through disease control and surveillance, maintaining animal health
diagnostic laboratories, and encouraging the humane treatment and care of animals; protect
public health and the environment through regulation and proper handling of pesticides,
agricultural stewardship, and protection of endangered plant and insect species; protect crop and
plant health and productivity; ensure consumer protection and fair trade practices in commerce;
develop plans and emergency response protocols to protect the agriculture industry from
bioterrorism, plant and animal diseases, and agricultural pests; assist as directed by the Governor
in the Commonwealth's response to natural disasters; develop and implement programs and
inspection activities to ensure that the Commonwealth's agricultural products move freely in
trade domestically and internationally; and enter into agreements with federal, state, and local
governments, land grant universities, and other organizations that include marketing, plant
protection, pest control, pesticides, and meat and poultry inspection.

B. In addition, the Commissioner shall:

1. Establish and maintain a farm-to-school website. The purpose of the website shall be to
facilitate and promote the purchase of Virginia farm products by schools, universities, and other
educational institutions under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Education. The website
shall present such current information as the availability of Virginia farm products, including the
types and amount of products, and the names of and contact information for farmers, farm
organizations, and businesses marketing such products;

2. Establish and operate a nonprofit, nonstock corporation under Chapter 10 (§ 15.1-801 et seq.)

of Title 13.1 as a public instrumentality exercising public and essential governmental functions
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to promote, develop, and sustain markets for licensed Virginia wineries and farm wineries, as
defined in § 4.1-100. Such corporation shall provide wholesale wine distribution services for
wineries and farm wineries licensed in accordance with § 4.1-206.1. The board of directors of
such corporation shall be composed of the Commissioner and four members appointed by the
Board, including one owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that is not served by a
wholesaler when the owner or manager is appointed to the board; one owner or manager of a
winery or farm winery licensee that produces no more than 10,000 cases per year; and two
owners or managers of wine wholesaler licensees. In making appointments to the board of
directors, the Board shall consider nominations of winery and farm winery licensees submitted by
the Virginia Wineries Association and wine wholesale licensees submitted by the Virginia Wine
Wholesalers Association. The Commissioner shall require such corporation to report to him at
least annually on its activities, including reporting the quantity of wine distributed for each
winery and farm winery during the preceding year. The provisions of the Virginia Public
Procurement Act shall not apply to the establishment of such corporation nor to the exercise of
any of its powers granted under this section;

3. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
not inconsistent with the laws of Virginia necessary to carry out the provisions of Article 1.1:1 (§
18.2-340.15 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2. Such regulations may include penalties for
violations; and

4. Ensure that the Department compiles and publishes the annual report relating to foreign
adversary ownership of agricultural land required under § 55.1-509.

Code 1950, §§ 3-7, 3-9, 3-13; 1966, c. 702, §§ 3.1-8, 3.1-10, 3.1-14; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 34; 1975, c.
260; 1977, c. 186; 1978, cc. 219, 540; 1982, c. 150; 1985, c. 397; 1993, c. 455; 1994, cc. 261, 370;
1995, c. 10;1996, c. 996;2005, c. 633;2007, cc. 352, 870, 932, §8§ 3.1-14.4, 3.1-14.01; 2008, c. 360;
2012, cc. 803, 835;2020, cc. 1113, 1114;2022, cc. 554, 609;2023, cc. 765, 796.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.

§ 3.2-102. (Effective July 1, 2024) General powers and duties of
the Commissioner

A. The Commissioner shall be vested with the powers and duties set out in § 2.2-601, the powers
and duties herein provided, and such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by law,
including those prescribed in Title 59.1. He shall be the executive officer of the Board, and shall
see that its orders are carried out. He shall see to the proper execution of laws relating to the
Department. Unless the Governor expressly reserves such power to himself, the Commissioner
shall promote, protect, and develop the agricultural interests of the Commonwealth. The
Commissioner shall develop, implement, and maintain programs within the Department
including those that promote the development and marketing of the Commonwealth's
agricultural products in domestic and international markets, including promotions, market
development and research, marketing assistance, market information, and product grading and
certification; promote the creation of new agribusiness including new crops, biotechnology and
new uses of agricultural products, and the expansion of existing agribusiness within the
Commonwealth; develop, promote, and maintain consumer protection programs that protect the

2 3/28/2024 12:00:0C



safety and quality of the Commonwealth's food supply through food and dairy inspection
activities, industry and consumer education, and information on food safety; preserve the
Commonwealth's agricultural lands; ensure animal health and protect the Commonwealth's
livestock industries through disease control and surveillance, maintaining animal health
diagnostic laboratories, and encouraging the humane treatment and care of animals; protect
public health and the environment through regulation and proper handling of pesticides,
agricultural stewardship, and protection of endangered plant and insect species; protect crop and
plant health and productivity; ensure consumer protection and fair trade practices in commerce;
develop plans and emergency response protocols to protect the agriculture industry from
bioterrorism, plant and animal diseases, and agricultural pests; assist as directed by the Governor
in the Commonwealth's response to natural disasters; develop and implement programs and
inspection activities to ensure that the Commonwealth's agricultural products move freely in
trade domestically and internationally; and enter into agreements with federal, state, and local
governments, land grant universities, and other organizations that include marketing, plant
protection, pest control, pesticides, and meat and poultry inspection.

B. In addition, the Commissioner shall:

1. Establish and maintain a farm-to-school website. The purpose of the website shall be to
facilitate and promote the purchase of Virginia farm products by schools, universities, and other
educational institutions under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Education. The website
shall present such current information as the availability of Virginia farm products, including the
types and amount of products, and the names of and contact information for farmers, farm
organizations, and businesses marketing such products;

2. Establish and operate a nonprofit, nonstock corporation under Chapter 10 (§ 13.1-801 et seq.)
of Title 13.1 as a public instrumentality exercising public and essential governmental functions
to promote, develop, and sustain markets for licensed Virginia wineries and farm wineries, as
defined in § 4.1-100. Such corporation shall provide wholesale wine distribution services for
wineries and farm wineries licensed in accordance with § 4.1-206.1. The board of directors of
such corporation shall be composed of the Commissioner and four members appointed by the
Board, including one owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that is not served by a
wholesaler when the owner or manager is appointed to the board; one owner or manager of a
winery or farm winery licensee that produces no more than 10,000 cases per year; and two
owners or managers of wine wholesaler licensees. In making appointments to the board of
directors, the Board shall consider nominations of winery and farm winery licensees submitted by
the Virginia Wineries Association and wine wholesale licensees submitted by the Virginia Wine
Wholesalers Association. The Commissioner shall require such corporation to report to him at
least annually on its activities, including reporting the quantity of wine distributed for each
winery and farm winery during the preceding year. The provisions of the Virginia Public
Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) shall not apply to the establishment of such corporation nor
to the exercise of any of its powers granted under this section;

3. Establish and operate a nonprofit, nonstock corporation under Chapter 10 (§ 13.1-801 et seq.)
of Title 13.1 as a public instrumentality exercising public and essential governmental functions
to promote, develop, and sustain markets for Virginia breweries and limited breweries. Such
corporation shall provide wholesale beer distribution services for Virginia breweries and limited
breweries licensed in accordance with § 4.1-206.1. The board of directors of such corporation
shall be composed of the Commissioner and four members appointed by the Board, (i) two of
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whom shall be an owner or manager of a Virginia beer wholesale licensee, (ii) one of whom shall
be an owner or manager of a brewery or limited brewery licensee, and (iii) one of whom shall be
an owner or manager of a brewery or limited brewery licensee that is not served by a wholesaler
at the time such owner or manager is appointed to the board of directors. In making
appointments to the board of directors, the Board shall consider nominations submitted by the
Virginia Beer Wholesalers Association regarding members listed in clause (i) and nominations
submitted by the Virginia Craft Brewers Guild regarding members listed in clauses (ii) and (iii). At
least annually, such corporation shall be required to report to the Commissioner on its activities,
including reporting the quantity of beer distributed for each brewery or limited brewery licensee
during the preceding year. The Commissioner shall report such information to the General
Assembly. The provisions of the Virginia Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) shall not
apply to the establishment of such corporation nor to the exercise of any of its powers granted
under this section;

4. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.)
not inconsistent with the laws of Virginia necessary to carry out the provisions of Article 1.1:1 (§
18.2-340.15 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2. Such regulations may include penalties for
violations; and

5. Ensure that the Department compiles and publishes the annual report relating to foreign
adversary ownership of agricultural land required under § 55.1-509.

Code 1950, §8§ 3-7, 3-9, 3-13; 1966, c. 702, §§ 3.1-8, 3.1-10, 3.1-14; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 34; 1975, c.
260; 1977, c. 186; 1978, cc. 219, 540; 1982, c. 150; 1985, c. 397; 1993, c. 455; 1994, cc. 261, 370;
1995, c. 10;1996, c. 996;2005, c. 633;2007, cc. 352, 870, 932, §8§ 3.1-14.4, 3.1-14.01; 2008, c. 860;
2012, cc. 803, 835;2020, cc. 1113, 1114;2022, cc. 554, 609;2023, cc. 597, 765, 796.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
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Code of Virginia

Title 4.1. Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Control

Subtitle I. Alcoholic Beverage Control Act

Chapter 2. Administration of Licenses

Article 2. Licenses Granted by Board; Limitations; Revocation and Suspension

§ 4.1-206.2. (Effective until July 1, 2024) Wholesale licenses

The Board may grant the following wholesale licenses:

1. Wholesale beer licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries
and shipments of beer and to sell and deliver or ship the beer from one or more premises
identified in the license, in accordance with Board regulations, in closed containers to (i) persons
licensed under this chapter to sell such beer at wholesale or retail for the purpose of resale, (ii)
owners of boats registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign
country or another state, and (iii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the
Commonwealth.

No wholesale beer licensee shall purchase beer for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a beer importer's license unless such wholesale beer licensee
holds a beer importer's license and purchases beer for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
beer importer's license.

2. Wholesale wine licenses, including those granted pursuant to subdivision 3, which shall
authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries and shipments of wine and to sell and
deliver or ship the wine from one or more premises identified in the license, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers, to (i) persons licensed to sell such wine in the
Commonwealth, (ii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth,
(iii) religious congregations for use only for sacramental purposes, and (iv) owners of boats
registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign country or
another state.

No wholesale wine licensee shall purchase wine for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a wine importer's license unless such wholesale wine licensee
holds a wine importer's license and purchases wine for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
wine importer's license.

3. Restricted wholesale wine licenses, which shall authorize a nonprofit, nonstock corporation
created in accordance with subdivision B 2 of § 3.2-102 to provide wholesale wine distribution
services to winery and farm winery licensees, provided that no more than 3,000 cases of wine
produced by a winery or farm winery licensee shall be distributed by the corporation in any one
year. The corporation shall provide such distribution services in accordance with the terms of a
written agreement approved by the corporation between it and the winery or farm winery
licensee, which shall comply with the provisions of this subtitle and Board regulations. The
corporation shall receive all of the privileges of, and be subject to, all laws and regulations
governing wholesale wine licenses granted under subdivision 2.

2020, cc. 1113, 1114.

This section has more than one version with varying effective dates. Scroll down to see all
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versions.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.

§ 4.1-206.2. (Effective July 1, 2024) Wholesale licenses

The Board may grant the following wholesale licenses:

1. Wholesale beer licenses, including those granted pursuant to subdivision 2, which shall
authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries and shipments of beer and to sell and
deliver or ship the beer from one or more premises identified in the license, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers to (i) persons licensed under this chapter to sell such beer
at wholesale or retail for the purpose of resale, (ii) owners of boats registered under the laws of
the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign country or another state, and (iii) persons
outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth.

No wholesale beer licensee shall purchase beer for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a beer importer's license unless such wholesale beer licensee
holds a beer importer's license and purchases beer for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
beer importer's license.

2. Restricted wholesale beer licenses, which shall authorize a nonprofit, nonstock corporation
created in accordance with subdivision B 3 of § 3.2-102 to provide wholesale beer distribution
services to brewery and limited brewery licensees, provided that no more than 500 barrels of beer
shall be distributed by the corporation to each licensee in any one calendar year. The corporation
shall provide such distribution services in accordance with the terms of a written agreement with
the brewery or limited brewery licensee, which shall comply with the provisions of this subtitle
and Board regulations. The corporation shall receive all of the privileges of, and be subject to all
laws and regulations governing, wholesale beer licenses granted under subdivision 1. The board
of directors of such corporation shall develop procedures and guidelines related to the sale and
delivery of beer by the corporation to holders of banquet and special events licenses when such
events are located within the exclusive distribution territory of another wholesale beer licensee.

3. Wholesale wine licenses, including those granted pursuant to subdivision 4, which shall
authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries and shipments of wine and to sell and
deliver or ship the wine from one or more premises identified in the license, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers, to (i) persons licensed to sell such wine in the
Commonwealth, (ii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth,
(iii) religious congregations for use only for sacramental purposes, and (iv) owners of boats
registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign country or
another state.

No wholesale wine licensee shall purchase wine for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a wine importer's license unless such wholesale wine licensee
holds a wine importer's license and purchases wine for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
wine importer's license.

4. Restricted wholesale wine licenses, which shall authorize a nonprofit, nonstock corporation
created in accordance with subdivision B 2 of § 3.2-102 to provide wholesale wine distribution
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services to winery and farm winery licensees, provided that no more than 3,000 cases of wine
produced by a winery or farm winery licensee shall be distributed by the corporation in any one
year. The corporation shall provide such distribution services in accordance with the terms of a
written agreement approved by the corporation between it and the winery or farm winery
licensee, which shall comply with the provisions of this subtitle and Board regulations. The
corporation shall receive all of the privileges of, and be subject to, all laws and regulations
governing wholesale wine licenses granted under subdivision 3.

2020, cc. 1113, 111452023, c. 597.

This section has more than one version with varying effective dates. Scroll down to see all
versions.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
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CHAPTER 932
An Act to amend and reenact §§ 2.2-4002, 4.1-203, 4.1-207, 4.1-208, 4.1-223, and 4.1-231 of the
Code of Virginia and to amend the Code of Virginia by adding sections numbered 3.1-14.01 and
4.1-207.1, relating to alcoholic beverage control; wine distribution licenses.
[S 1413]
Approved April 4, 2007

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §§ 2.2-4002, 4.1-203, 4.1-207, 4.1-208, 4.1-223, and 4.1-231 of the Code of Virginia are
amended and reenacted and that the Code of Virginia is amended by adding sections numbered
3.1-14.01 and 4.1-207.1 as follows:

§ 2.2-4002. Exemptions from chapter generally.

A. Although required to comply with § 2.2-4103 of the Virginia Register Act (§ 2.2-4100 et
seq.), the following agencies shall be exempted from the provisions of this chapter, except to the
extent that they are specifically made subject to §§ 2.2-4024, 2.2-4030 and 2.2-4031:

1. The General Assembly.

2. Courts, any agency of the Supreme Court, and any agency that by the Constitution is expressly
granted any of the powers of a court of record.

3. The Department of Game and Inland Fisheries in promulgating regulations regarding the
management of wildlife and for all case decisions rendered pursuant to any provisions of
Chapters 2 (§ 29.1-200 et seq.), 3 (§ 29.1-300 et seq.), 4 (§ 29.1-400 et seq.), 5 (§ 29.1-500 et
seq.), and 7 (§ 29.1-700 et seq.) of Title 29.1.

4. The Virginia Housing Development Authority.

5. Municipal corporations, counties, and all local, regional or multijurisdictional authorities
created under this Code, including those with federal authorities.

6. Educational institutions operated by the Commonwealth, provided that, with respect to § 2.2-
4031, such educational institutions shall be exempt from the publication requirements only with
respect to regulations that pertain to (i) their academic affairs, (ii) the selection, tenure,
promotion and disciplining of faculty and employees, (iii) the selection of students, and (iv) rules
of conduct and disciplining of students.

7. The Milk Commission in promulgating regulations regarding (i) producers' licenses and bases,
(11) classification and allocation of milk, computation of sales and shrinkage, and (iii) class prices
for producers' milk, time and method of payment, butterfat testing and differential.
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8. The Virginia Resources Authority.
9. Agencies expressly exempted by any other provision of this Code.

10. The Department of General Services in promulgating standards for the inspection of
buildings for asbestos pursuant to § 2.2-1164.

11. The State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, in developing, issuing, and revising
guidelines pursuant to § 23-9.6:2.

12. The Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services in adopting regulations pursuant to
subsection B of § 3.1-726 and in adopting regulations pursuant to § 3.1-741.6.

13. The Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Board of Agriculture and
Consumer Services in promulgating regulations pursuant to subsections B and C of § 3.1-106.4,
subsection B of § 3.1-126.12:1, §§ 3.1-271.1, 3.1-530.1, and 3.1-398, subsections B and C of §
3.1-828.4, and subsection A of § 3.1-884.21:1.

14. The Board of Optometry when specifying therapeutic pharmaceutical agents, treatment
guidelines, and diseases and abnormal conditions of the human eye and its adnexa for TPA-
certification of optometrists pursuant to Article 5 (§ 54.1-3222 et seq.) of Chapter 32 of Title
54.1.

15. The Virginia War Memorial Foundation.

16. The Virginia Medicaid Prior Authorization Advisory Committee in making
recommendations to the Board of Medical Assistance Services regarding prior authorization for
prescription drug coverage pursuant to Article 4 (§ 32.1-331.12 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title
32.1.

17. The State Board of Education, in developing, issuing, and revising guidelines pursuant to §
22.1-203.2.

18. The Virginia Racing Commission, (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed
stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules
regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the Commission.

19. The Virginia Small Business Financing Authority.

20. The Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority.

21. The Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services in adopting, amending or repealing
regulations pursuant to subsection A (ii) of § 59.1-156.

22. The Insurance Continuing Education Board pursuant to § 38.2-1867.
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23. The Board of Health in promulgating the list of diseases that shall be reported to the
Department of Health pursuant to § 32.1-35 and in adopting, amending or repealing regulations
pursuant to subsection C of § 35.1-14 that incorporate the Food and Drug Administration's Food
Code pertaining to restaurants or food service.

24. The nonprofit, nonstock corporation established by the Commissioner of Agriculture and
Consumer Services pursuant to § 3.1-14.01.

B. Agency action relating to the following subjects shall be exempted from the provisions of this
chapter:

1. Money or damage claims against the Commonwealth or agencies thereof.

2. The award or denial of state contracts, as well as decisions regarding compliance therewith.
3. The location, design, specifications or construction of public buildings or other facilities.

4. Grants of state or federal funds or property.

5. The chartering of corporations.

6. Customary military, naval or police functions.

7. The selection, tenure, dismissal, direction or control of any officer or employee of an agency
of the Commonwealth.

8. The conduct of elections or eligibility to vote.
9. Inmates of prisons or other such facilities or parolees therefrom.

10. The custody of persons in, or sought to be placed in, mental, penal or other state institutions
as well as the treatment, supervision, or discharge of such persons.

11. Traffic signs, markers or control devices.

12. Instructions for application or renewal of a license, certificate, or registration required by
law.

13. Content of, or rules for the conduct of, any examination required by law.
14. The administration of pools authorized by Chapter 47 (§ 2.2-4700 et seq.) of this title.
15. Any rules for the conduct of specific lottery games, so long as such rules are not inconsistent

with duly adopted regulations of the State Lottery Board, and provided that such regulations are
published and posted.
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16. Orders condemning or closing any shellfish, finfish, or crustacea growing area and the
shellfish, finfish or crustacea located thereon pursuant to Article 2 (§ 28.2-803 et seq.) of Chapter
8 of Title 28.2.

17. Any operating procedures for review of child deaths developed by the State Child Fatality
Review Team pursuant to § 32.1-283.1.

18. The regulations for the implementation of the Health Practitioners' Intervention Program and
the activities of the Intervention Program Committee pursuant to Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et
seq.) of Title 54.1.

19. The process of reviewing and ranking grant applications submitted to the Commonwealth
Neurotrauma Initiative Advisory Board pursuant to Chapter 3.1 (§ 51.5-12.1 et seq.) of Title
51.5.

20. Loans from the Small Business Environmental Compliance Assistance Fund pursuant to
Article 4 (§ 10.1-1197.1 et seq.) of Chapter 11.1 of Title 10.1.

21. The Virginia Breeders Fund created pursuant to § 59.1-372.
22. The types of pari-mutuel wagering pools available for live or simulcast horse racing.
23. The administration of medication or other substances foreign to the natural horse.

C. Minor changes to regulations published in the Virginia Administrative Code under the
Virginia Register Act, Chapter 41 (§ 2.2-4100 et seq.) of this title, made by the Virginia Code
Commission pursuant to § 30-150, shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

§ 3.1-14.01. Power of Commissioner; nonstock corporation to assist distribution of farm winery
wine.

A. The Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall establish and operate a
nonprofit, nonstock corporation under Chapter 10 (§ 13.1-801 et seq.) of Title 13.1 as a public
instrumentality exercising public and essential governmental functions to promote, develop, and
sustain markets for licensed Virginia wineries and farm wineries, as defined in § 4.1-100. Such
corporation shall provide wholesale wine distribution services for wineries and farm wineries
licensed in accordance with § 4.1-207.

B. The board of directors of such corporation shall be composed of the Commissioner of
Agriculture and Consumer Services and four members appointed by the Board of Agriculture
and Consumer Services (the Board), including one owner or manager of a winery or farm winery
licensee that is not served by a wholesaler when the owner or manger is appointed to the board;
one owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that produces no more than 10,000
cases per year; and two owners or managers of wine wholesaler licensees. In making
appointments to the board of directors, the Board shall consider nominations of winery and farm
winery licensees submitted by the Virginia Wineries Association and wine wholesale licensees
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submitted by the Virginia Wine Wholesalers Association. The Commissioner shall require such
corporation to report to him at least annually on its activities, including, but not limited to,
reporting the quantity of wine distributed for each winery and farm winery during the preceding
year.

C. The provisions of the Virginia Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) shall not apply to
the establishment of such corporation nor to the exercise of any of its powers granted under this
section.

§ 4.1-203. Separate license for each place of business; transfer or amendment; posting;
expiration; carriers.

A. Each license granted by the Board shall designate the place where the business of the licensee
will be carried on. A Except as otherwise provided in §§ 4.1-207 and 4.1-208, a separate license
shall be required for each separate place of business.

B. No license shall be transferable from one person to another, or from one location to another.
The Board may permit a licensee to amend the classification of an existing license without
complying with the posting and publishing procedures required by § 4.1-230 if the effect of the
amendment is to reduce materially the privileges of an existing license. However, if (i) the Board
determines that the amendment is a device to evade the provisions of this chapter, (ii) a majority
of the corporate stock of a retail licensee is sold to a new entity, or (iii) there is a change of
business at the premises of a retail licensee, the Board may, within thirty days of receipt of
written notice by the licensee of a change in ownership or a change of business, require the
licensee to comply with any or all of the requirements of § 4.1-230. If the Board fails to exercise
its authority within the thirty-day period, the licensee shall not be required to reapply for a
license. The licensee shall submit such written notice to the Secretary of the Board.

C. Each license shall be posted in a location conspicuous to the public at the place where the
licensee carries on the business for which the license is granted.

D. The privileges conferred by any license granted by the Board, except for temporary licenses,
banquet and mixed beverage special events licenses, shall continue until the last day of the
twelfth month next ensuing or the last day of the designated month of expiration, except the
license may be sooner terminated for any cause for which the Board would be entitled to refuse
to grant a license, by operation of law, voluntary surrender or order of the Board.

The Board may permit a licensee who fails to pay by midnight of the fifteenth day of the twelfth
month or of the designated month of expiration, whichever is applicable, the required license tax
covering the continuation or reissuance of his license, to pay the tax in lieu of posting and
publishing notice and reapplying, provided payment of the tax is made within thirty days
following that date and is accompanied by a civil penalty of twenty-five dollars or ten percent of
such tax, whichever is greater.

E. Subsections A and C shall not apply to common carriers of passengers by train, boat, or
airplane.
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§ 4.1-207. Wine licenses.
The Board may grant the following licenses relating to wine:

1. Winery licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to manufacture wine and to sell and deliver
or ship the wine, in accordance with Board regulations, in closed containers, to persons licensed
to sell the wine so manufactured at wholesale for the purpose of resale, and to persons outside
the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth. In addition, such license shall
authorize the licensee to (i) operate distilling equipment on the premises of the licensee in the
manufacture of spirits from fruit or fruit juices only, which shall be used only for the fortification
of wine produced by the licensee, and (ii) store wine in bonded warehouses on or off the licensed
premises upon permit issued by the Board.

2. Wholesale wine licenses, including those granted pursuant to § 4.1-207.1, which shall
authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries and shipments of wine and to sell and
deliver or ship the wine from one or more premises identified in the license, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers, to (i) persons licensed to sell such wine in the
Commonwealth, (ii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth,
(ii1) religious congregations for use only for sacramental purposes, and (iv) owners of boats
registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign country or
another state.

No wholesale wine licensee shall purchase wine for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a wine importer's license unless such wholesale wine licensee
holds a wine importer's license and purchases wine for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
wine importer's license.

3. Wine importers' licenses, which shall authorize persons located within or outside the
Commonwealth to sell and deliver or ship wine, in accordance with Board regulations, in closed
containers, to persons in the Commonwealth licensed to sell wine at wholesale for the purpose of
resale, and to persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the Commonwealth.

4. Retail off-premises winery licenses to persons holding winery licenses, which shall authorize
the licensee to sell wine at the place of business designated in the winery license, in closed
containers, for off-premises consumption.

5. Farm winery licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to manufacture wine containing 18
percent or less of alcohol by volume and to sell, deliver or ship the wine, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers, to (i) the Board, (ii) persons licensed to sell the wine so
manufactured at wholesale for the purpose of resale, § 4.1-326 notwithstanding, or (iii) persons
outside the Commonwealth. In addition, the licensee may (a) acquire and receive deliveries and
shipments of wine manufactured by the licensee and to sell and deliver or ship this wine, in
accordance with Board regulations, to persons licensed to sell wine in the Commonwealth, § 4.1-
326 notwithstanding and (b) store wine in bonded warehouses located on or off the licensed
premises upon permits issued by the Board. For the purposes of this title, a farm winery license
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shall be designated either as a Class A or Class B farm winery license in accordance with the
limitations set forth in § 4.1-219.

Such licenses shall also authorize the licensee to sell wine at retail at the places of business
designated in the licenses, which may include no more than five additional retail establishments
of the licensee. Wine may be sold at these business places for on-premises consumption and in
closed containers for off-premises consumption.

§ 4.1-207.1. Restricted wholesale wine licenses.

The Board may grant a wholesale wine license to a nonprofit, nonstock corporation created in
accordance with § 3.1-14.01, which shall authorize the licensee to provide wholesale wine
distribution services to winery and farm winery licensees, provided that no more than 3,000
cases of wine produced by a winery or farm winery licensee shall be distributed by the
corporation in any one year. The corporation shall provide such distribution services in
accordance with the terms of a written agreement approved by the corporation between it and
the winery or farm winery licensee, which shall comply with the provisions of this title and
Board regulations. The corporation shall receive all of the privileges of, and be subject to, all
laws and regulations governing wholesale wine licenses granted under subdivision 2 of § 4.1-
207.

§ 4.1-208. Beer licenses.
The Board may grant the following licenses relating to beer:

1. Brewery licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to manufacture beer and to sell and
deliver or ship the beer so manufactured, in accordance with Board regulations, in closed
containers to (i) persons licensed to sell the beer at wholesale; (ii) persons licensed to sell beer at
retail for the purpose of resale within a theme or amusement park owned and operated by the
brewery or a parent, subsidiary or a company under common control of such brewery, or upon
property of such brewery or a parent, subsidiary or a company under common control of such
brewery contiguous to such premises, or in a development contiguous to such premises owned
and operated by such brewery or a parent, subsidiary or a company under common control of
such brewery; and (iii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the
Commonwealth. Such license may also authorize individuals holding a brewery license to
operate a facility designed for and utilized exclusively for the education of persons in the
manufacture of beer, including sampling by such individuals of beer products, within a theme or
amusement park located upon the premises occupied by such brewery, or upon property of such
person contiguous to such premises, or in a development contiguous to such premises owned and
operated by such person or a wholly owned subsidiary. Provided, however, that such samples
may be provided only to individuals for consumption on the premises of such facility and only to
individuals to whom such products may be lawfully sold.

2. Bottlers' licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries and
shipments of beer in closed containers and to bottle, sell and deliver or ship it, in accordance
with Board regulations to (i) wholesale beer licensees for the purpose of resale, (ii) owners of
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boats registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a foreign country
or another state, and (iii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside the
Commonwealth.

3. Wholesale beer licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to acquire and receive deliveries
and shipments of beer and to sell and deliver or ship-it the beer from one or more premises
identified in the license, in accordance with Board regulations, in closed containers to (i) persons
licensed under this chapter to sell such beer at wholesale or retail for the purpose of resale, (ii)
owners of boats registered under the laws of the United States sailing for ports of call of a
foreign country or another state, and (iii) persons outside the Commonwealth for resale outside
the Commonwealth.

No wholesale beer licensee shall purchase beer for resale from a person outside the
Commonwealth who does not hold a beer importer's license unless such wholesale beer licensee
holds a beer importer's license and purchases beer for resale pursuant to the privileges of such
beer importer's license.

4. Beer importers' licenses, which shall authorize persons licensed within or outside the
Commonwealth to sell and deliver or ship beer into the Commonwealth, in accordance with
Board regulations, in closed containers, to persons in the Commonwealth licensed to sell beer at
wholesale for the purpose of resale.

5. Retail on-premises beer licenses to:

a. Hotels, restaurants and clubs, which shall authorize the licensee to sell beer, either with or
without meals, only in dining areas and other designated areas of such restaurants, or in dining
areas, private guest rooms, and other designated areas of such hotels or clubs, for consumption
only in such rooms and areas.

b. Persons operating dining cars, buffet cars, and club cars of trains, which shall authorize the
licensee to sell beer, either with or without meals, in the dining cars, buffet cars, and club cars so
operated by them for on-premises consumption when carrying passengers.

c. Persons operating sight-seeing boats, or special or charter boats, which shall authorize the
licensee to sell beer, either with or without meals, on such boats operated by them for on-
premises consumption when carrying passengers.

d. Grocery stores located in any town or in a rural area outside the corporate limits of any city or
town, which shall authorize the licensee to sell beer for on-premises consumption in such
establishments. No license shall be granted unless it appears affirmatively that a substantial
public demand for such licensed establishment exists and that public convenience and the
purposes of this title will be promoted by granting the license.

e. Persons operating food concessions at coliseums, stadia, or similar facilities, which shall
authorize the licensee to sell beer, in paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers, during the
performance of professional sporting exhibitions, events or performances immediately



subsequent thereto, to patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, concession areas,
and additional locations designated by the Board in such coliseums, stadia, or similar facilities,
for on-premises consumption. Upon authorization of the licensee, any person may keep and
consume his own lawfully acquired alcoholic beverages on the premises in all areas and
locations covered by the license.

f. Persons operating food concessions at any outdoor performing arts amphitheater, arena or
similar facility which has seating for more than 3,500 persons and is located in any county with a
population between 65,000 and 70,000. Such license shall authorize the licensee to sell beer
during the performance of any event, in paper, plastic or similar disposable containers to patrons
within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, concession areas, or similar facilities, for on-
premises consumption. Upon authorization of the licensee, any person may keep and consume
his own lawfully acquired alcoholic beverages on the premises in all areas and locations covered
by the license.

g. Persons operating food concessions at exhibition or exposition halls, convention centers or
similar facilities located in any county operating under the urban county executive form of
government or any city which is completely surrounded by such county, which shall authorize
the licensee to sell beer during the event, in paper, plastic or similar disposable containers to
patrons or attendees within all seating areas, exhibition areas, concourses, walkways, concession
areas, and such additional locations designated by the Board in such facilities, for on-premises
consumption. Upon authorization of the licensee, any person may keep and consume his own
lawfully acquired alcoholic beverages on the premises in all areas and locations covered by the
license. For purposes of this subsection, "exhibition or exposition halls" and "convention
centers" mean facilities conducting private or public trade shows or exhibitions in an indoor
facility having in excess of 100,000 square feet of floor space.

6. Retail off-premises beer licenses, which shall authorize the licensee to sell beer in closed
containers for off-premises consumption.

7. Retail off-premises brewery licenses to persons holding a brewery license which shall
authorize the licensee to sell beer at the place of business designated in the brewery license, in
closed containers which shall include growlers and other reusable containers, for off-premises
consumption.

8. Retail on-and-off premises beer licenses to persons enumerated in subdivisions 5 a and d,
which shall accord all the privileges conferred by retail on-premises beer licenses and in
addition, shall authorize the licensee to sell beer in closed containers for off-premises
consumption.

§ 4.1-223. Conditions under which Board shall refuse to grant licenses.

The Board shall refuse to grant any:

1. Wholesale beer or wine license to any person, unless such person has established or will
establish a place or places of business within the Commonwealth at which will be received and
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from which will be distributed all alcoholic beverages sold by such person in the
Commonwealth. However, in special circumstances, the Board, subject to any regulations it may
adopt, may permit alcoholic beverages to be received into or distributed from places other than
established places of business.

2. Wholesale beer license or wholesale wine license to any entity that is owned, in whole or in
part, by any manufacturer of alcoholic beverages, any subsidiary or affiliate of such
manufacturer or any person under common control with such manufacturer. This subdivision,
however, shall not apply to (i) any applicant for a wholesale beer or wine license filed pursuant
to subdivision 3 b of subsection B of § 4.1-216 or (ii) the nonprofit, nonstock corporation
established pursuant to § 3.1-14.01 in exercising any privileges granted under § 4.1-207.1.

As used in this subdivision, the term "manufacturer" includes any person (i) who brews, vinifies
or distills alcoholic beverages for sale or (ii) engaging in business as a contract brewer, winery or
distillery that owns alcoholic beverage product brand rights, but arranges the manufacture of
such products by another person.

3. Mixed beverage license if the Board determines that in the licensed establishment there (i) is
entertainment of a lewd, obscene or lustful nature including what is commonly called
stripteasing, topless entertaining, and the like, or which has employees who are not clad both
above and below the waist, or who uncommonly expose the body or (ii) are employees who
solicit the sale of alcoholic beverages.

4. Wholesale wine license until the applicant has filed with the Board a bond payable to the
Commonwealth, in a sum not to exceed $10,000, upon a form approved by the Board, signed by
the applicant or licensee and a surety company authorized to do business in the Commonwealth
as surety, and conditioned upon such person's (i) securing wine only in a manner provided by
law, (i1) remitting to the Board the proper tax thereon, (iii) keeping such records as may be
required by law or Board regulations, and (iv) abiding by such other laws or Board regulations
relative to the handling of wine by wholesale wine licensees. The Board may waive the
requirement of both the surety and the bond in cases where the wholesaler has previously
demonstrated his financial responsibility.

5. Mixed beverage license to any member, agent or employee of the Board or to any corporation
or other business entity in which such member, agent or employee is a stockholder or has any
other economic interest.

Whenever any other elective or appointive official of the Commonwealth or any political
subdivision thereof applies for such a license or continuance thereof, he shall state on the
application the official position he holds, and whenever a corporation or other business entity in
which any such official is a stockholder or has any other economic interests applies for such a
license, it shall state on the application the full economic interest of each such official in such
corporation or other business entity.

6. License authorized by this chapter until the license tax required by § 4.1-231 is paid to the
Board.
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§ 4.1-231. Taxes on state licenses.

A. The annual fees on state licenses shall be as follows:

1. Alcoholic beverage licenses. For each:

a. Distiller's license, if not more than 5,000 gallons of alcohol or spirits, or both, manufactured
during the year in which the license is granted, $450; and if more than 5,000 gallons
manufactured during such year, $3,725;

b. Fruit distiller's license, $3,725;

c. Banquet facility license or museum license, $190;

d. Bed and breakfast establishment license, $35;

e. Tasting license, $40 per license granted;

f. Equine sporting event license, $130; and

g. Motor car sporting event facility license, $130.

2. Wine licenses. For each:

a. Winery license, if not more than 5,000 gallons of wine manufactured during the year in which
the license is granted, $189, and if more than 5,000 gallons manufactured during such year,
$3,725;

b (1). Wholesale wine license, $185 for any wholesaler who sells 30,000 gallons of wine or less
per year, $930 for any wholesaler who sells more than 30,000 gallons per year but not more than
150,000 gallons of wine per year, $1,430 for any wholesaler who sells more than 150,000 but not
more than 300,000 gallons of wine per year, and, $1,860 for any wholesaler who sells more than
300,000 gallons of wine per year;

b (2). Wholesale wine license, including that granted pursuant to § 4.1-207.1, applicable to two

or more premises, the annual state license tax shall be the amount set forth in subdivision b (1),
multiplied by the number of separate locations covered by the license;

c. Wine importer's license, $370;
d. Retail off-premises winery license, $145;
e. Farm winery license, $190 for any Class A license and $3,725 for any Class B license;

f. Wine shipper's license, $65; and
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g. Day spa license, $100.
3. Beer licenses. For each:

a. Brewery license, if not more than 10,000 barrels of beer manufactured during the year in
which the license is granted, $2,150, and if more than 10,000 barrels manufactured during such
year, $4,300;

b. Bottler's license, $1,430;

¢ (1). Wholesale beer license, $930 for any wholesaler who sells 300,000 cases of beer a year or
less, and $1,430 for any wholesaler who sells more than 300,000 but not more than 600,000
cases of beer a year, and $1,860 for any wholesaler who sells more than 600,000 cases of beer a
year;

¢ (2). Wholesale beer license applicable to two or more premises, the annual state license tax
shall be the amount set forth in subdivision c (1), multiplied by the number of separate locations
covered by the license;

d. Beer importer's license, $370;

e. Retail on-premises beer license to a hotel, restaurant, club or other person, except a common
carrier of passengers by train or boat, $145; for each such license to a common carrier of
passengers by train or boat, $145 per annum for each of the average number of boats, dining
cars, buffet cars or club cars operated daily in the Commonwealth;

f. Retail off-premises beer license, $120;

g. Retail on-and-off premises beer license to a hotel, restaurant, club or grocery store located in a
town or in a rural area outside the corporate limits of any city or town, $300; and

h. Beer shipper's license, $65.

4. Wine and beer licenses. For each:

a. Retail on-premises wine and beer license to a hotel, restaurant, club or other person, except a
common carrier of passengers by train, boat or airplane, $300; for each such license to a common
carrier of passengers by train or boat, $300 per annum for each of the average number of boats,
dining cars, buffet cars or club cars operated daily in the Commonwealth, and for each such
license granted to a common carrier of passengers by airplane, $750;

b. Retail on-premises wine and beer license to a hospital, $145;

c. Retail off-premises wine and beer license, including each gift shop, gourmet shop and
convenience grocery store license, $230;



d. Retail on-and-off premises wine and beer license to a hotel, restaurant or club, $600;

e. Banquet license, $40 per license granted by the Board, except for banquet licenses granted by
the Board pursuant to subsection A of § 4.1-215 for events occurring on more than one day,
which shall be $100 per license;

f. Gourmet brewing shop license, $230;

g. Wine and beer shipper's license, $65; and

h. Annual banquet license, $150.

5. Mixed beverage licenses. For each:

a. Mixed beverage restaurant license granted to persons operating restaurants, including
restaurants located on premises of and operated by hotels or motels, or other persons:

(1) With a seating capacity at tables for up to 100 persons, $560;
(i1) With a seating capacity at tables for more than 100 but not more than 150 persons, $975; and
(iii) With a seating capacity at tables for more than 150 persons, $1,430.

b. Mixed beverage restaurant license for restaurants located on the premises of and operated by
private, nonprofit clubs:

(1) With an average yearly membership of not more than 200 resident members, $750;

(i1) With an average yearly membership of more than 200 but not more than 500 resident
members, $1,860; and

(iii) With an average yearly membership of more than 500 resident members, $2,765.
c. Mixed beverage caterer's license, $1,860;

d. Mixed beverage special events license, $45 for each day of each event;

e. Mixed beverage club events licenses, $35 for each day of each event;

f. Annual mixed beverage special events license, $560;

g. Mixed beverage carrier license:

(1) $190 for each of the average number of dining cars, buffet cars or club cars operated daily in
the Commonwealth by a common carrier of passengers by train;
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(1) $560 for each common carrier of passengers by boat;

(iii) $1,475 for each license granted to a common carrier of passengers by airplane.
h. Annual mixed beverage amphitheater license, $560;

i. Annual mixed beverage motor sports race track license, $560; and

j. Annual mixed beverage banquet license, $500.

6. Temporary licenses. For each temporary license authorized by § 4.1-211, one-half of the tax
imposed by this section on the license for which the applicant applied.

B. The tax on each such license, except banquet and mixed beverage special events licenses,
shall be subject to proration to the following extent: If the license is granted in the second quarter
of any year, the tax shall be decreased by one-fourth; if granted in the third quarter of any year,
the tax shall be decreased by one-half; and if granted in the fourth quarter of any year, the tax
shall be decreased by three-fourths.

If the license on which the tax is prorated is a distiller's license to manufacture not more than
5,000 gallons of alcohol or spirits, or both, during the year in which the license is granted, or a
winery license to manufacture not more than 5,000 gallons of wine during the year in which the
license is granted, the number of gallons permitted to be manufactured shall be prorated in the
same manner.

Should the holder of a distiller's license or a winery license to manufacture not more than 5,000
gallons of alcohol or spirits, or both, or wine, apply during the license year for an unlimited
distiller's or winery license, such person shall pay for such unlimited license a license tax equal
to the amount that would have been charged had such license been applied for at the time that the
license to manufacture less than 5,000 gallons of alcohol or spirits or wine, as the case may be,
was granted, and such person shall be entitled to a refund of the amount of license tax previously
paid on the limited license.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the tax on each license granted or reissued for a period of less
than 12 months shall be equal to one-twelfth of the taxes required by subsection A computed to
the nearest cent, multiplied by the number of months in the license period.

C. Nothing in this chapter shall exempt any licensee from any state merchants' license or state
restaurant license or any other state tax. Every licensee, in addition to the taxes imposed by this
chapter, shall be liable to state merchants' license taxation and state restaurant license taxation
and other state taxation the same as if the alcoholic beverages were nonalcoholic. In ascertaining
the liability of a beer wholesaler to merchants' license taxation, however, and in computing the
wholesale merchants' license tax on a beer wholesaler, the first $163,800 of beer purchases shall
be disregarded; and in ascertaining the liability of a wholesale wine distributor to merchants'
license taxation, and in computing the wholesale merchants' license tax on a wholesale wine
distributor, the first $163,800 of wine purchases shall be disregarded.
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2. That an emergency exists and this act is in force from its passage.

3. That the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall implement the provisions
of this act consistent with an opinion of the Attorney General dated April 28, 2006, within 90
days of the effective date of this act.

4. That the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board shall assist the Commissioner of Agriculture and
Consumer Services in the formation and operation of the nonprofit, nonstock corporation
established pursuant to § 3.1-14.01 of this act.
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
VIRGINIA WINERY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

Article I
Name

The name of the Corporation is VIRGINIA WINERY DISTRIBUTION
COMPANY (“VWDC").

Article IT
Purpose

The VWDC is organized as a nonprofit, nonstock corporation created under
Section 13.1-801 of Titie [3.1 (the “Non-Stock Corporation Act™) of the Code of
Virginia of 1950, as amended (the “Code™), pursuant to Section 3.1-14.01 of Chapter 3
of Title 3.1 (the “Enabling Act”) of the Code. The VWDC is established as a public
instrumentality exercising public and essential governmental functions to promote,
develop, and sustain markets for licensed Virginia wineries and farm wineries by
providing wholesale wine distribution services,

Article IIT
Registered Office and Agent

The initial registered office is located in the City of Richmond, Virginia, at 102
Governor Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219. The initial registered agent is the
. Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services, whose business address is the
same as the initial registered office, and who is a resident of Virginia and an officer and’
ex officio member of the Board of Directors of the Corporation.

Article IV
Members

The VWDC shall have no members.

Article V
Board of Directors

The powers of the VWDC shall be exercised by a board of directors (“Board™)
comprised of the Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services, who
shall serve ex officio, and four other members appointed by the Virginia Board of
Agriculture and Consumer Services including one owner or manager of a winery or farm
winery licensee, provided that the initial appointee to this position shall not own or
manage a winery or farm winery that is served by a wholesaler at the time of his
appointment; one owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that produces no
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more than 10,000 cases per year; and two owners or managers of wine wholesaler
licensees, and as further provided in the Bylaws, :

Article VI
Indemnification

The VWDC shall indemnify its directors and officers whether such directors or
officers are serving the VWDC or, at ifs request, any other entity, to the extent and under
the procedures permitted by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia now or hereafter
in force. The VWDC shall indemnify its other employees and agents to the extent and
under the procedures authorized by the Board of the VWDC and provided by law. The
foregoing shall not be construed to create rights of indemnification other than those
expressly provided by law, and all procedures required by law to be complied with as a
condition to such indemnification rights shall be complied with in full. The Board may
take such action as is necessary to carry out these indemnification provisions and is
expressly empowered to adopt, approve and amend from time to time such resolutions or
contracts implementing such provisions as may be permitted by law.

Article VII
Elimination of Liability

To the maximum extent permitted by Virginia Code § 13.1-870.1 or any
-successor provision thereto, or any other statutory or decisional law, no officer or director
of the Corporation shall be liable for any amount in excess of $10.00 in any proceeding
brought by or in the right of the Corporation against such officer or director.

No amendment to or repeal of this Article shall limit or eliminate the benefits
provided to directors and officers of the Corporation hereunder with respect to any act or
omission, which occurred prior to such amendment or repeal.

Dissolution

Tn the event of the dissolution of the VWDC, all remaining funds of the VWDC
shall be reumed promptly to the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services in a manner consistent with these Articles and the Bylaws of the VWDC and
shall be used to further the purposes set forth in Article IT hereof.

Dated: August 27 2007

Todd P. Haynipre, Theotgorator and
Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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DEPARTMENT OF THE. TREASURY
ALCoHOL AND TORACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU

8002 FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING

550 MAIN STREET
CINGINNATI, OHIO 45202

|JAN 2 4 2008
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Terri Cofer Beirne, Esq., Counsel for
Virginia Winety Distribution Company
102 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Ms. Beirne:

We are writing in response to your lefter and the application for a basic permit filed on
December 18, 2007, by the Virginia Winery Distribution Company (VWDC). In the letter
you requested an opinion from the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
as to whether the VWDC must obtain a Federal basic permit under the Federal Alcohol
Administration (FAA) Act, 27 U.S.C. Chapter 8.

We reviewed the representations you have made to TTB regarding the VWDC and how
the VWDC is treated by Virginia law. For the reasons set forth below, we have
determined that the VWDC is a State agency for purposes of the FAA Act, and as such,
does not need to obtain a Federal basic permit from TTB.

FAA Act Basic Permit Issue

Section 103 of the FAA Act (27 U.S.C. § 203) requires a basic permit to engage in the
business of purchasing wine for resale at wholesale. However, section 103 also
excludes State agencies from this requirement.

§ 103._Unlawful businesses without permit: application to Stafe agency:

(c) It shall be unlawful, except pursuant to a basic permit issued under this
subchapter by the Secretary of the Treasury —
(1) to engage in the business of purchasing for resale at wholesale
distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages; or
(2) for any person so engaged to receive or to sell, offer or deliver
for sale, contract to sell, or ship, in interstate or foreign commerce,
directly or indirectly or through an affiliate, distilled spirits, wine, or
malt beverages so purchased. o

This section shall not apply to any agency of a State or political
subdivision thereof or any officer or employee of any such agency, and no
such agency or officer or employes shall be required 16 6biain a basic

permit under this subchapter. IIE

A proud past... A focused future
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The VWDC is a nonstock, nanprofit comporation created by the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) in response to Va. Code § 3.1-14.01, a
provision passed by the Virginia General Assembly in 2007. Paragraph A of § 3.1-
14.01 states that the Commissioner of tha VDACS "shall establish and operate a
nonprofit, nonstack corporation... as a public instrumentality exercising public and
essential governmental functions to promote, develop, and sustain markets for licensed
Virginla wineries and farm wineries... [emphasis added] Such corporation shall provide
wholesalge wine distribution services for [licensed Virginia] wineries and farm wineries”
for up to 3,000 cases the winery produces per year (see Va. Code § 4.1-207.1).

Most significant to our determination that the VWDC is a State agency is the fact that

~ the Virginia General Assembly established the VWDC as “a public instrumentality
exerclsing public and essential governmental functions..." (Va, Code § 3,12-14.01 A), It
is our understanding that several other provisions of Virginia law encompass the VWDC
in thelr definitions of a government agency of the Commonwealth. First, the legislation
establishing the VWDC expressly makes the VWDC subject to the Virginia Register Act
(Va. Code § 2.2-4100 et seq.), and that act defines agencies that are subject to it as
"any authority, instrumentality, officer, board, or other unit of the government of the
Commonwealth with express or implied authority to issue regulations...” (Va. Code §
2.2-4101). Second, we understand that Virginia's Deputy Attorney General gave his
opinion that the VIWDC must follow the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act (Va. Code §2.2-3700 et seq.), as it is captured by the definition of a “public body” in
Va. Code § 2.2-3701. Third, the Deputy Attorney General also concluded that the
VWDC will enjoy sovereign immunity under the Virginia Tort Claims Act (Va. Code §
8.01-185.1 et seq.), as it falls within the definition of “agency” in that Act, meaning "any
department, institution, authority, instrumentality, board or other administrative agency
of the government of the Commonwealth of Virginia...” (Va. Code § 8.01-195.2).

It is our understanding from your letter that the VWDC is funded primarily by funds
appropriated by the Virginia legislature. The 2007 Virginia General Assembly allocated
$280,000 from the Commonwealth’s general fund revenues to be used to establish and
operate the VWDC. As we understand, VWDC employees ate employees.of the
Commonwealth of Virginla whose paychecks come from VIDACS accounts, We also
note that the VWDC's Articles of Incorporation provide in the event of dissolution, all
funds of the VWDG shall be returned to the VDACS. As we understand, the VWDC
plans to charge a processing fee to wineries using their services, but only as needed to
cover costs not cavered by the General Assembly appropriation. The VWDC currently
estimates the fees for its services to be $5 per transaction.

We understand that the VWDC is exempt from several laws pertaining to Virginia
government entities, including the Virginia Personnel Act (Va, Code §2.2- 2900 et seq.),
the State Grievance Pracedure (Va. Code §2.2-3000 et seq.), the Virginia
Administrative Process Act (Va. Code § 2.2-4002 A.24), and the Virginia Public
Procurement Act (Va. Code §2,2-4300 et seq., see § 3.1-14.01 C). However, the fact
that the VWDC is exempt from these provisions of law is not unusual for government
agencies in the Commonwealth and does not indicate that the Commonwealth of
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Virginia considers the VWDC fo be a private entity. The employees and officers of
many other Commonwealth agencies are also exempt from the Virginia Personnel Act
and State Grievance Procedure, including the Office of the Attorney General, the
Virginia Workers' Compensation Commission, the Virginia Retirement System, and the ;
State Lottery Depariment, among others (see Va, Code § 2.2-2905 and 2.2-3002).
Several agencies are not subject to the Virginia Administrative Process Act, including
the Virginia Housing Authority, the Virginia War Memorial Fund, and the Virginia Small
Business Financing Authority (see § 2.2-4002), Similarly, while many Commonwealth
agencies are subject to the Public Procurement Act, some agencies and transactions
are exempt from'its provisions (see §§ 2.2-4343 — 2,2-4346),

Based on the Commonwealith of Virginia's treatment of the VWDC as a governmental
entity, we have concluded that it is rightfully classified as a State agency for purposes of
the FAA Act.

Other FAA Act Compliance Issues

Because the VWDC is a State agency for purposes of the FAA Act, it does not require a
basic permit under 27 U.S,C. § 203: nor is it subject to the frade practice provisions in

§ 205(a)(c), relating to exclusive outlet, tied-house, and commercial bribery,
respectively. The penultimate paragraph of 27 U.S.C. § 205 states: “The provisions of
subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this section shall not apply to any act done by an agency
of a State or polifical subdivision thereof, or by any officer or employee of such agency.”
However, you should be aware that the VWDC is subject to the trade practice
prohibitions related to cansignment sales in § 205(d). Moreover, the wineries using the
VWDC's services are subject to all § 205 trade practice provisions.

We particularly want to caution you about the consignment sale provisions in the FAA
Act, 27 U.8.C, § 205(d), because of the VWDC'’s business maodel. Section 205(d)
applies ta consignment sales, copditional sales, other than bana fide sales, or sales with
the privilsge of return between a producer and a wholesaler, As we understand it, the
VWDC plans to operate as a “virtual wholesaler,” meaning the wine sold by the VWDC
will physically remain at or in close proximity to the producing winery and will be
delivered from the winery premises directly to the retail customer by the vintner. The
winery will be required to have the portion of its premises leased to the VWDC
physically segregated from the rest of its premises. The wine that will be sold through
the VWDC must “come to rest” in this area for at least a short period of time. Legal title
to the wine will pass from the winery to the VWDG when the wine enters this area and
will remain with VWDC until the retail customer takes possession. However, though
legal title to the wine passes, VWDC employees never take actual possession of the
wine. Instead, the vintner or the winery employee, acting as an agent of the VWDC,
solicits orders for wine from retailers, markets wine to retailers, places wine in the “come
to rest” area, and then delivers wine to the retailer. The \ADC and its employees will
process transactional paperwork for the sale and resale of the wine, including the
purchase orders and invoices. The VWDC and its employees will also collect payments
and remit taxes fo the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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We have, in our past experience, seen problems of compliance with § 205(d) and

27 C.F.R. Part 11 when a warehouse area is the shared dominioii-of both agents of a
wholesaler and agents of a producer. The VWDC should be mindful of and may wish
to inform wineries using its services of the types of returns from this “come to rest” area
back to the non-taxpaid areas that are prohibited by § 205(d) and the regulations in

27 C.F.R. Part 11.

Internal Revenue Code Issues

Several other matters should be noted regarding continued compliarice with the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, 26 U.S.C. Chapter 51 (IRC). The wineries using the VWDC's
services must remain properly qualified and bonded under the IRC. This means that
each winery using the VWDC's wholesale services needs to inform TTB of changes to
its bonded facilities. If the winery, when creating this “come to rest’ area changes the
description of the winery premises or the deseription of the use of those premises in a
manner that affects the accuracy of the application to establish and operate wine
premises, it must submit a notice to TTB before making that change (27 C.F.R.

§§ 24.111, 24.120, 24,131). Furthermare, TTB will require this “come to rest’ area to be
designated as a Federal taxpaid area because onceé wine moves into this area it has
been remaved from the bonded winery premises for sale (26 U.S.C. § 5041(a)). The
winery must distinguish between its bonded premises and this and-other taxpaid areas
pursuant to 27 C.F.R. § 24.206.

Canclusion

A basic permit is not required for the VWDG to begin its wholesale activities.
Accordingly, we are returning the permit application and accompanying materials filed
on December 18, 2007, by the VWDC and taking no action on the application. If you
have any questions about this letter, please contact Bob Adams, Industry Specialist for
the National Revenue Center at (513) 684-2791 or Robert. Adams@ttb.gov.

Sincerely

AN Rager Bowling
Director, National Revenue Center

cc.  Wine Technical Advisor, San Francisco, California
Wine Unit, National Revenue Center, Cincinnati, Ohio
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Virginia Winery Distribution Company Board Appointments
Updated June 18, 2024

Name: Stan Joynes, Chief Executive Officer and owner of Valley Roads Vineyards, LLC

Position: Owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that is not served by a
wholesaler when the owner or manager is appointed to the Board of Directors of the
VWDC

Term: July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2027

BACS: May 18, 2023

Name: David Drillock, Fifty-Third Winery & Vineyard

Position: Owner or manager of a winery or farm winery licensee that produces no more than
10,000 cases per year

Term: July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2025

BACS: March 23, 2023 (filling unexpired term)

Name: Jay W. Colston, Ill, Virginia Imports

Position: Owner or manager of a wine wholesaler licensee
Term: July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2025

BACS: May 20, 2021

Name: Ken Tambaschi, Republic National Distribution Company

Position: Owner or manager of a wine wholesaler licensee

Term: July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2027

BACS: March 21, 2024 (filling unexpired term)

Notes: Doug Zerbst was appointed by BACS in May 2019 to fill Gary Archuleta’s unexpired
term through June 30, 2020; Zerbst should have been appointed to fill Archuleta’s
unexpired term through June 30, 2019, and then been reappointed to fill a four-year
term from July 1, 2019 — June 30, 2023. Instead, Zerbst was reappointed by BACS in
May 2021 to a four-year term from July 1, 2021 — June 30, 2025. Counsel has
advised that BACS cannot appoint a VWDC member outside of the terms
established for the VWDC by statute, guidance document, or bylaws. Based on this
guidance, BACS will consider Zerbst’s term to be July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2027, and
any replacement filled to be for an unexpired term to end June 30, 2027. Doug
Zerbst resigned effective March 22, 2024, and BACS appointed Ken Tambaschi,
Republic National Distribution Company, effective March 22, 2024, to fill the
remainder of Doug Zerbst's unexpired term through June 30, 2027.
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Between the
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
And the
Virginia Winery Distribution Company

This agreement is made this 7th day of April, 2009 by and between the Virginia

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (“VDACS”) and the Virginia Winery
Distribution Company (“VWDC”) provides the terms and conditions with regard to
administrative and financial services for the VWDC. The parties to this agreement agree
to the following:

1. Scope of Services: VDACS will provide the following services:

Budget preparation

Monthly budget vs. actual expenditures review

Compliance with state accounting policies and procedures

Invoice and documentation review and payment

Review of monthly revenue statements from Virginia Distributing
Virginia Distributing procedures guidance and contract compliance
Contract review and submission to the Office of Attorney General as required
Renew liability insurance from Treasury

Provide financial reporting information to Department of Accounts
Review and apply any legislative changes

Process payments to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
Coordination of audits

Provide media support

Post meeting notices

Attend Board meetings

Prepare draft and final minutes

Work with the Office of the Attorney General to secure ABC licenses for
wineries, renew ABC licenses, and develop and post advertisements.

2. Agreement Period: The agreement shall be for the period of July 1, 2009 through
June 30, 2010 and may be extended to additional one year periods to co-inside with
the Commonwealth’s fiscal years.

3. Payment Terms: Upon Board approval and execution of the agreement, VDACS will

transfer $20,000 from the VWDC budget to VDACS administrative services at the
beginning of the contract fiscal year.



4. Availability of Funds: It is understood and agreed that this agreement will be void if
the General Assembly fails to appropriate funding and VWDC has no additional
funds generated by its operation that would allow for its continued operation.

In witness whereof: the parties hereby execute this Memorandum of Agreement this 7
™ of April, 2009.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES

By Commissioner
Todd P. Haymore

VIRGINIA WINE DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

By Chairman
David King




MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Between the
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
And the
Virginia Winery Distribution Company

This agreement is made this 1st day of July, 2013 by and between the Virginia

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (“VDACS”) and the Virginia Winery
Distribution Company (“VWDC”) provides the terms and conditions with regard to
administrative and financial services for the VWDC. The parties to this agreement agree
to the following:

1. Scope of Services: VDACS will provide the following services:

Budget preparation

Compliance with state accounting policies and procedures

Process invoices and payment issuance, including winery license and application
fees

Contract review and submission to the Office of Attorney General as required
Renew liability insurance from Treasury

Review financial statements and reporting information to Department of Accounts
Prepare GAAP based financial statements as required by Department of Accounts
Review and apply any legislative changes

Review payments to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control and wineries
Review VWDC bank account monthly reconciliation and assist with lock box or
other banking requirements

Coordination of audits

Provide media support

Post meeting notices

Attend board meetings

Prepare draft and final minutes

Provide records retention and management

Provide online system guidance and risk assessments by VDACS IS staff
Provide payroll services and supervision for the VWDC Operations Manager
Provide facilities and equipment maintenance for VWDC Operations Manager
Administers credit card and reviews/approves monthly credit card expenditures
Administrative support and supplies



2. Agreement Period: The agreement shall be for the period of July 1, 2013 through
June 30, 2014 and may be extended to additional one year periods to coincide with
the Commonwealth’s fiscal years.

3. Payment Terms: Upon Board approval and execution of the agreement, VDACS will
transfer $40,000 from the VWDC budget to VDACS administrative services. In any
subsequent periods, the transfer will take place immediately after VWDC Board
approval.

4. Availability of Funds: It is understood and agreed that this agreement will be void if
the General Assembly fails to appropriate funding and VWDC has no additional
funds generated by its operation that would allow for its continued operation.

In witness whereof: the parties hereby execute this Memorandum of Agreement this 25th
of June, 2013.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES

By Commissioner
Matthew J. Lohr

VIRGINIA WINE DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

By Chairman
Randy Phillips




MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Between the
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
And the
Virginia Winery Distribution Company

This agreement is made this 01 day of July, 2022 by and between the Virginia

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (“VDACS”) and the Virginia Winery
Distribution Company (“VWDC”) provides the terms and conditions with regard to
administrative and financial services for the VWDC. The parties to this agreement agree
to the following;:

1. Scope of Services: VDACS will provide the following services:

Budget submission and monitoring

Compliance with state accounting policies and procedures including preparation
of GAPP based financial statements as required by the Department of Accounts
Invoice and documentation review and payment through the Commonwealth
accounting system

Contract review and submission to the Office of Attorney General as required
Renew liability insurance from Treasury

Process payments to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
Coordination of audits

Coordination of media support

Official posting of meeting notices and meeting minutes

Attend Board meetings

Work with the Office of the Attorney General to secure ABC licenses for
wineries, renew ABC licenses, and develop and post required advertisements,

2. Agreement Period: The agreement shall be for the period of July 1, 2022 through
June 30, 2023 and will be extended for additional one year periods to correspond with
the Commonwealth’s fiscal years until modified by agreement of both parties.

3. Payment Terms: Upon Board approval and execution of the agreement, VDACS will
transfer ten percent of the general fund appropriation not to exceed $25,000 each
fiscal year from the VWDC.

4. Availability of Funds: It is understood and agreed that this agreement will be void if

the General Assembly fails to appropriate funding and VWDC has no additional
funds generated by its operation that would allow for its continued operation.



In witness whereof: the parties hereby execute this Memorandum of Agreement this 01
of July, 2022.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES

» /A
By — Deputy Commissioner

Charles Green

IBUTION COMPANY

Chairman
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Attachment 1

THE Virginia Winery Distribution Company (VWDC) POLICY FOR ALL-VIRTUAL
PUBLIC MEETINGS
1. AUTHORITY AND SCOPE

a. This policy is adopted pursuant to the authorization of Va. Code § 2.2-
3708.3 and is to be strictly construed in conformance with the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (VFOIA), Va. Code §§ 2.2-3700—3715.

b. This policy shall not govern an electronic meeting conducted to address a
state of emergency declared by the Governor or the Board of Supervisors. Any meeting
conducted by electronic communication means under such circumstances shall be
governed by the provisions of Va. Code § 2.2-3708.2.

2. DEFINITIONS

a. “BOARD” means the VWDC or any
committee, subcommittee, or other entity of the VWDC.
b. “Member” means any member of the VWDC.
C. “All-virtual public meeting”, means a public meeting conducted by the

[BOARD] using electronic communication means during which all members of the
public body who participate do so remotely rather than being assembled in one physical
location, and to which public access is provided through electronic communication
means, as defined by Va. Code § 2.2-3701.

d. “Meeting” means a meeting as defined by Va. Code § 2.2-3701.
e. “Notify” or “notifies,” for purposes of this policy, means written notice,
including, but not limited to, email or letter, but does not include text messages or

messages exchanged on social media.

3. WHEN AN ALL-VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING MAY BE AUTHORIZED

An all-virtual public meeting may be held under the following circumstances:

a. It is impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quorum of the VWDC in a
single location, but a state of emergency has not been declared by the Governor or Board
of Supervisors; or

b. Other circumstances warrant the holding of an all-virtual public meeting,
including, but not limited to, the convenience of an all-virtual meeting; and

C. The VWDC has not had more than two all-virtual public meetings, or
more than 25 percent of its meetings rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is
greater, during the calendar year; and



d. The VWDC'’s last meeting was not an all-virtual public meeting.

4. PROCESS TO AUTHORIZE AN ALL-VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

a. The VWDC may schedule its all-virtual public meetings at the same
time
and using the same procedures used by the VWDC to set its meetings calendar for the
calendar year; or

b. If the VWDC wishes to have an all-virtual public meeting on a date not
scheduled in advance on its meetings calendar, and an all-virtual public meeting is
authorized under Section 3 above, the VWDC Chair may schedule an all-virtual public
meeting provided that any such meeting comports with VFOIA notice requirements.

S. ALL-VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING REQUIREMENTS

The following applies to any all-virtual public meeting of the VWDC that is scheduled in
conformance with this Policy:

a. The meeting notice indicates that the public meeting will be all-virtual and
the VWDC will not change the method by which the VWDC chooses to meet without
providing a new meeting notice that comports with VFOIA;

b. Public access is provided by electronic communication means that allows
the public to hear all participating members of the VWDC;

C. Audio-visual technology, if available, is used to allow the public to see the
members of the VWDC;
d. A phone number, email address, or other live contact information is

provided to the public to alert the VWDC if electronic transmission of the meeting fails
for the public, and if such transmission fails, the VWDC takes a recess until public access
IS restored;

e. A copy of the proposed agenda and all agenda packets (unless exempt) are
made available to the public electronically at the same time such materials are provided to
the VWDC;

f. The public is afforded the opportunity to comment through electronic
means, including written comments, at meetings where public comment is customarily
received; and

g. There are no more than two members of the VWDC together in one
physical location.



6. RECORDING IN MINUTES:

Minutes are taken as required by VFOIA and must include the fact that the meeting was
held by electronic communication means and the type of electronic communication
means used.

7. CLOSED SESSION

If the VWDC goes into closed session, transmission of the meeting will be suspended
until the public body resumes to certify the closed meeting in open session.

8. STRICT AND UNIFORM APPLICATION OF THIS POLICY

This Policy shall be applied strictly and uniformly, without exception, to the entire
membership, and without regard to the matters that will be considered or voted on at the
meeting.
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Attachment 2

THE Virginia Winery Distribution Company (VWDC) POLICY FOR THE
REMOTE PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS

1. AUTHORITY AND SCOPE

a. This policy is adopted pursuant to the authorization of VVa. Code 8 2.2-
3708.3 and is to be strictly construed in conformance with the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (VFOIA), Va. Code 8§88 2.2-3700—3715.

b. This policy shall not govern an electronic meeting conducted to address a
state of emergency declared by the Governor or the Board of Supervisors. Any meeting
conducted by electronic communication means under such circumstances shall be
governed by the provisions of Va. Code § 2.2-3708.2. This policy also does not apply to
an all-virtual public meeting.

2. DEFINITIONS

a. “BOARD” means the VWDC or any
committee, subcommittee, or other entity of the VWDC.
b. “Member” means any member of the VWDC.
C. “Remote participation” means participation by an individual member of

the VWDCby electronic communication means in a public meeting where a quorum of
the VWDC is physically assembled, as defined by Va. Code § 2.2-3701.

d. “Meeting” means a meeting as defined by Va. Code § 2.2-3701.
e. “Notify” or “notifies,” for purposes of this policy, means written notice,
such as email or letter. Notice does not include text messages or communications via

social media.

3. MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Regardless of the reasons why the member is participating in a meeting from a remote
location by electronic communication means, the following conditions must be met for
the member to participate remotely:

a. A quorum of the VWDC must be physically assembled at the primary or
central meeting location; and

b. Arrangements have been made for the voice of the remotely participating
member to be heard by all persons at the primary or central meeting location. If at any
point during the meeting the voice of the remotely participating member is no longer able
to be heard by all persons at the meeting location, the remotely participating member
shall no longer be permitted to participate remotely.



4. PROCESS TO REQUEST REMOTE PARTICIPATION

a. On or before the day of the meeting, and at any point before the meeting
begins, the requesting member must notify the VWDC Chair (or the Vice-Chair if the
requesting member is the Chair) that they are unable to physically attend a meeting due to
(i) a temporary or permanent disability or other medical condition that prevents the
member's physical attendance, (ii) a family member's medical condition that requires the
member to provide care for such family member, thereby preventing the member's
physical attendance, (iii) their principal residence location more than 60 miles from the
meeting location, or (iv) a personal matter and identifies with specificity the nature of the
personal matter.

b. The requesting member shall also notify the VWDC staff liaison of
their request, but their failure to do so shall not affect their ability to remotely participate.

C. If the requesting member is unable to physically attend the meeting due to
a personal matter, the requesting member must state with specificity the nature of the
personal matter. Remote participation due to a personal matter is limited each calendar
year to two meetings or 25 percent of the meetings held per calendar year rounded up to
the next whole number, whichever is greater. There is no limit to the number of times
that a member may participate remotely for the other authorized purposes listed in (i)—
(iii) above.

d. The requesting member is not obligated to provide independent
verification regarding the reason for their nonattendance, including the temporary or
permanent disability or other medical condition or the family member’s medical
condition that prevents their physical attendance at the meeting.

e. The Chair (or the Vice-Chair if the requesting member is the Chair) shall
promptly notify the requesting member whether their request is in conformance with this
policy, and therefore approved or disapproved.

S. PROCESS TO CONFIRM APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF
PARTICIPATION FROM A REMOTE LOCATION

When a quorum of the VWDC has assembled for the meeting, the VWDC shall vote to
determine whether:

a. The Chair’s decision to approve or disapprove the requesting member’s
request to participate from a remote location was in conformance with this policy; and

b. The voice of the remotely participating member can be heard by all
persons at the primary or central meeting location.

6. RECORDING IN MINUTES:




a. If the member is allowed to participate remotely due to a temporary or
permanent disability or other medical condition, a family member’s medical condition
that requires the member to provide care to the family member, or because their principal
residence is located more than 60 miles from the meeting location the VWDC shall
record in its minutes (1) the VWDC'’s approval of the member’s remote participation; and
(2) a general description of the remote location from which the member participated.

b. If the member is allowed to participate remotely due to a personal matter,
such matter shall be cited in the minutes with specificity, as well as how many times the
member has attended remotely due to a personal matter, and a general description of the
remote location from which the member participated.

C. If a member’s request to participate remotely is disapproved, the
disapproval, including the grounds upon which the requested participation violates this
policy or VFOIA, shall be recorded in the minutes with specificity.

7. CLOSED SESSION

If the VWDC goes into closed session, the member participating remotely shall ensure
that no third party is able to hear or otherwise observe the closed meeting.

8. STRICT AND UNIFORM APPLICATION OF THIS POLICY

This Policy shall be applied strictly and uniformly, without exception, to the entire
membership, and without regard to the identity of the member requesting remote
participation or the matters that will be considered or voted on at the meeting.

The Chair (or Vice-Chair) shall maintain the member’s written request to participate
remotely and the written response for a period of one year, or other such time required by
records retention laws, regulations, and policies.
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